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person may employ or engage any per-
son to serve, and no person may serve, 
as the person designated to maintain 
GMDSS equipment at sea, when the 
service of a person so designated is 
used to meet the maintenance require-
ments of SOLAS Regulation IV/15, 
which allows for capability of at-sea 
electronic maintenance to ensure that 
radio equipment is available for radio 
communication, unless the person so 
serving holds documentary evidence 
that he or she is competent to main-
tain GMDSS equipment at sea. 

(h) Medical certificate. (1) A person 
may not employ or engage an indi-
vidual unless that individual maintains 
a current medical certificate. 

(2) After January 1, 2017, all persons 
employed or engaged onboard vessels 
to which STCW applies must hold a 
medical certificate valid for 2 years un-
less the mariner is under the age of 18, 
in which case the maximum period of 
validity will be 1 year. 

(3) If a mariner’s medical certificate 
expires during a voyage, it will remain 
valid until the next United States port 
of call, provided that the period after 
expiration does not exceed 90 days. 

§ 15.1105 Familiarization and basic 
training (BT). 

(a) Onboard a seagoing vessel to 
which this subpart applies, no person 
may assign any person to perform ship-
board duties, and no person may per-
form those duties, unless the person 
performing them has received— 

(1) Training in personal survival 
techniques as set out in the standard of 
competence under Regulation VI/1 of 
the STCW Convention (incorporated by 
reference, see § 15.103 of this part); or 

(2) Sufficient familiarization training 
or instruction that he or she— 

(i) Can communicate with other per-
sons onboard about elementary safety 
matters and understand informational 
symbols, signs, and alarm signals con-
cerning safety; 

(ii) Knows what to do if a person falls 
overboard; if fire or smoke is detected; 
or if the fire alarm or abandon-ship 
alarm sounds; 

(iii) Can identify stations for muster 
and embarkation, and emergency-es-
cape routes; 

(iv) Can locate and don life jackets; 

(v) Can raise the alarm and knows 
the use of portable fire extinguishers; 

(vi) Can take immediate action upon 
encountering an accident or other med-
ical emergency before seeking further 
medical assistance onboard; and 

(vii) Can close and open the fire 
doors, weather-tight doors, and water-
tight doors fitted in the vessel other 
than those for hull openings. 

(b) Onboard a seagoing vessel to 
which this subpart applies, no person 
may assign a shipboard duty or respon-
sibility to any person who is serving in 
a position that must be filled as part of 
the required crew complement, and no 
person may perform any such duty or 
responsibility, unless he or she is fa-
miliar with it and with all of the ves-
sel’s arrangements, installations, 
equipment, procedures, and character-
istics relevant to his or her routine and 
emergency duties or responsibilities, in 
accordance with Regulation I/14 of the 
STCW Convention. 

(c) Onboard a seagoing vessel to 
which this subpart applies, no person 
may assign a shipboard duty or respon-
sibility to any person who is serving in 
a position that must be filled as part of 
the required crew complement or who 
is assigned a responsibility on the mus-
ter list, and no person may perform 
any such duty or responsibility, unless 
the person performing it can produce 
evidence of having— 

(1) Received appropriate approved 
basic training or instruction as set out 
in the standards of competence under 
Regulation VI/1 of the STCW Conven-
tion, with respect to personal survival 
techniques, fire prevention and fire- 
fighting, elementary first aid, and per-
sonal safety and social responsibilities; 
and 

(2) Maintained the standard of com-
petence under Regulation VI/1 of the 
STCW Convention, with respect to per-
sonal survival techniques, fire preven-
tion and fire-fighting, elementary first 
aid, and personal safety and social re-
sponsibilities, every 5 years. 

(d) Fish-processing vessels in compli-
ance with the provisions of 46 CFR part 
28 on instructions, drills, and safety 
orientation are deemed to be in compli-
ance with the requirements of this sec-
tion on familiarization and basic train-
ing. 
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